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ATHE MADWOMAN 
OF CHAILLOT
BY JEAN GIRAUDOUX
IN A NEW TRANSLATION BY DAVID EDNEY
WORLD PREMIÈRE OF TRANSLATION COMMISSIONED BY THE 
STRATFORD FESTIVAL
DIRECTOR DONNA FEORE

Grade recommendation
Suitable for Grade 7 and up

Student matinée dates
September 7, 22

About the play
Jean Giraudoux wrote The Madwoman of Chaillot in 
1943 during the German occupation of Paris in the 
Second World War.

Synopsis
At a café in the Chaillot Quarter of central Paris, three men 
meet: a corporate President; a Baron whom the President 
has just welcomed onto the board of an international shell 
company; and a Broker, who delivers a glowing account of 
the company’s success in selling shares.
 A fourth man, the Prospector, approaches their table, 
claiming to have discovered oil beneath the streets of Paris. 
Extracting it would provide their company with an actual 
purpose, though it would meet opposition from the kinds 
of people whom the entrepreneurs disdain as bohemians 
and vagabonds. When one such person, the fl amboyant 
Countess Aurelia (known as “the Madwoman of Chaillot”), 
makes her dramatic entrance, the businessmen, irritated by 
her eccentricities, demand that she be asked to leave, but 
the waiter refuses.
 The Prospector tells his confederates that he has hired 
someone to blow up the home of the city engineer who 
has repeatedly refused to issue a permit for prospecting 
in Paris. Instead, however, a lifeguard appears, carrying 
an unconscious man. When the latter, whose name is 
Pierre, comes to (briefl y locking eyes with Irma, the café’s 
kitchen girl), he confesses that he was blackmailed by the 
Prospector into agreeing to plant the bomb, but instead 
tried to commit suicide by jumping into the Seine. The 
Countess’s friend the Ragman impresses on her that the 
world is now in the hands of soulless automatons like the 

Prospector and the President, and that free spirits like hers 
and his are now a threatened minority.
 The Countess conceives a plan. She dictates forged letters 
to the President and all his ilk in the city, claiming to have 
verifi ed the presence of oil at an address – her own – in the 
Rue de Chaillot and inviting them to visit. In the Countess’s 
cellar that afternoon, as she awaits their arrival, her friend the 
Sewer Worker shows her how to open the secret door to a 
staircase that descends into the bowels of the earth.
 The Countess is joined by three friends, each with her 
own brand of eccentricity: Constance, the Madwoman 
of Passy; Gabrielle, the Madwoman of Saint Sulpice; and 
Josephine, the Madwoman of La Concorde. They hold 
a trial in absentia of the corporate schemers, with the 
Ragman acting as counsel for the defence. A predictable 
verdict is reached, and when the entrepreneurs arrive in 
the cellar, they are shown down the staircase, never to be 
seen again.
 The natural order having been restored, the Countess 
commands Irma and Pierre, who have fallen in love, to 
follow the dictates of their hearts.

Content advisory for students
None
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Curriculum connections and links
1. All grades: Language/English (Listening to Understand, 

Speaking to Communicate, Reading for Meaning)
2. All grades: Drama, Music, Visual Art
3. Grades 7–12: Health and PE (Healthy Living: Bullying)
4. Grades 7–12: Health and PE (Human Development and 

Sexual Health: Emotional, Social Impact; Understanding 
Healthy Relationships; Conflict Management)

5. Grade 11: Dynamics of Human Relationships (Making 
Decisions)

6. Grade 11: Gender Studies (The Social Construction of 
Gender; Power Relations, Sex and Gender)

7. Grades 11–12: Equity, Diversity and Social Justice (Power 
Relations; Social Awareness and Individual Action; Social 
Activism)

8. Grade 12: World History Since the 15th Century (Social, 
Economic and Political Context – 20th-Century Europe)

Themes and motifs
•	 Greed
•	 Anti-war
•	 Materialism
•	 Love and triumph of humanity
•	 Inscrutability of woman

Enrichment
Study Guides for certain productions are available at 
stratfordfestival.ca/studyguides.

Private workshops and post-show chats may be arranged 
by calling the Education Department at 519.271.4040, 
ext. 2354.

Festival Theatre and Costume Warehouse tours may be 
arranged by calling the Box Office at 1.800.567.1600.

Additional classroom activities and ideas for engagement 
with the text can be found at stratfordfestival.ca/
teachingmaterials.

Let us take care of lunch!
Picnic lunches are available anytime but must be ordered 
two weeks in advance. Student deli lunch buffets 
are another option (subject to availability). For more 
information, ask the Groups and Schools Department when 
placing your ticket order.

Theatre etiquette
Please respect the actors and your fellow patrons. When 
the lights dim, it is time to be quiet and engage with the 
actors on stage. Be sure to turn off all mobile devices and 
refrain from texting, talking or eating, as this is disrespectful 
to the actors who are telling the story.
 Respond to what you see through laughter, tears, 
smiles, giggles or captivated silence. The actors feed off 
your presence and response to their work on stage. Don’t 
respond by talking to your neighbour; please wait until after 
the performance to discuss your thoughts.

*Tools for Teachers sponsored by

The Tools for Teachers program includes 
Prologues, Study Guides and Stratford Shorts 

Booking Information
Online
You can order your group tickets online at any time 
right from your desk. You can even select your seats! 
To start planning your trip, go to stratfordfestival.ca/
schools.

Email
groups@stratfordfestival.ca

Phone
1.800.567.1600 or 519.273.1600

Mail
Stratford Festival
Attn: Groups and Schools
P.O. Box 520
Stratford, ON   N5A 6V2

facebook.com/StratfordFestival
twitter.com/Stratfest
youtube.com/StratfordFestival

Sponsor for the 2017 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre

Support for the 2017 season of the Tom Patterson Theatre is 
generously provided by Richard Rooney & Laura Dinner

Production support is generously provided by Bob & Martie Sachs and 
by Alice & Tim Thornton


